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A  F o r w A r d - L o o k i n g  V i s i o n  F o r  M i n n e s o t A

The case for for high-speed passenger 
rail To serve souTheasT MinnesoTa

MoMenTuM growing Toward inTer-regional passenger rail
Current economic conditions combined with long-standing transportation challenges, including high fuel costs, changes in the 
airline industry and a congested highway system, have policymakers moving toward new alternatives for the region and nation’s 
transportation infrastructure: 

connecTing rochesTer: enhancing The econoMic viabiliTy of The region
Significant rail investments have a multi-generational impact and, therefore, need to be informed by a long-term view of 
how best to serve the most people and create the most benefit for our region and state. Rochester offers the best route option 
between Chicago and Twin Cities for a number of reasons, including: 

The souTheasT MinnesoTa rail alliance
The Southeast Minnesota Rail Alliance was formed by the City of Rochester, Olmsted County, Rochester Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Mayo Clinic. The Alliance is reaching out to community leaders and citizens through southeast Minnesota to 
grow the coalition and bring key partners together around a long-term vision for the region and state. 

Join us
To learn more about the Southeast Minnesota Rail Alliance or to 
sign up as a supporter, visit www.SEMNrail.org or contact Marcia 
Marcoux at 507-288-4263 or via email at marcia@SEMNrail.org. 

In October 2008, Congress approved and former President Bush signed into law federal funding for regional rail 
systems, including grants for the Midwest Regional Rail Initiative. President Obama has demonstrated his strong 
interest in high-speed rail investments through the economic stimulus package. 

A Chicago to St. Paul/Minneapolis high-speed passenger rail connection is gaining momentum at regional and 
federal levels, with Congressman Oberstar advocating for its inclusion in the next major transportation bill. 

The Minnesota Department of Transportation is developing a comprehensive statewide rail plan that will determine 
future rail investments for the state (expected to be completed by December 2009).
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Rochester is Minnesota’s third largest city with more than 100,000 residents, and is projected to continue growing.

Rochester is the economic hub of southeast Minnesota, with nearly 110,000 people working in and around the city.

Rochester is the largest economic center between Madison, Wisconsin and the Twin Cities of Minnesota.
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